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and karst formations are common. The Mugodzhar Moun-
tains form the most southerly and very low extension of the
Urals.
The Pre-Ural region, lying to the west of the main range,
consists of a hilly plain, the surface worn into wide rolling
valleys; the general elevation of the land rises very gradually
towards the east. Towards the south the Obshchy Syrt consists
of a system of ancient folds, so much destroyed or denuded
that the folding is noticeable only where the surface is deeply
dissected by valleys (Fig. 45).
The eastern slopes of the Urals are relatively steep, with
a much more truly mountainous type of landscape, over-
looking the Trans-Ural region, a very level lowland, repre-
senting the edge of the West Siberian Lowland, once the
floor of a sea which washed the mountain slopes. Close to the
mountains there are numerous lakes, deep, often with steep
banks, and containing fresh water. Farther south, in the
steppe, they are shallow and saline.
The Urals form the divide between those rivers which drain
towards the Pechof-a and the Volga and those which drain
into the Ob. The latter, falling rapidly from the relatively
steep slopes of the mountains, are of use for navigation only
when they reach the plain. The former are much deeper and
are usually broad and slow-flowing. The Kama, a large, deep,
and wide tributary of the Volga, is the most important.
Large boats use this river as far upstream as Perm. Above
Perm both the Kama and its tributary the Chusovaya are
,used by smaller vessels. Farther south is the Belaya, the only
other tributary of any importance.
CLIMATE AND VEGETATION
The climate of the Urals region is the most continental of
all European Russia. The ^winter is typically Siberian in
character, with severe frosts, and lasting for five or six months.
But except in the open steppe country of the south there are
no strong winds, so that the cold is tolerable from the human
point of view.